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The Myths of Migration – Concentric Circles in Census Research

Maximize your genealogical research by:

· Utilizing the “cluster theory” as you lose a family.

· Search surrounding counties and states in concentric circles.
· Consult other schedules such as Mortality, Agricultural, Manufacturing and even individual State Census Schedules.

· City Directories for the same time period may serve as substitute information.
· Be aware of other families on the same street or in the same neighborhood

· Study the occupations of not only your families but those in the same area

· Try to “recall” oral family information regarding locales of family members
BOOKS YOU MAY WANT TO CONSULT:

· The Handy Book for Genealogists (Migration Trails-Pgs.847-864)

· Ancestry’s Redbook – A Guide to State, County & Town Sources

· The Township Atlas of the United States

· Map Guide to the United States Federal Census by William Dollarhide

· A Practical Guide to “Misteaks” Made in Census Indexes

· A Handy Guide to Record Searching in the Larger Cities of the United States

· State Censuses: An Annotated Bibliography of Censuses by Ann S. Lainhart

· The Handwriting of American Records for a Period of 300 Years
· Ancestry’s Guide to Research – Case Studies in American Genealogy 

by Johni Cerny & Arlene Eakle – Pages 306-319 – Families on the Move

· Your Guide to the Federal Census by Kathleen W. Hinckley 

(see Chapter 9 for Research Strategies)
· Courthouse Research for Family Historians by Christine Rose

· Recording Your Family History by William Fletcher

· Evidence: Citation & Analysis for the Family Historian by Elizabeth Shown Mills

· Evidence Explained by Elizabeth Shown Mills
On-line Census Searches: 

Ancestry: http://www.ancestry.com

LDS Family History Library: www.familysearch.org

Heritage Quest: (through your local public library card)

Cyndis List: http://www.cyndislist.com

The USGenWeb Census Project: http://www.rootsweb.com/~census/

Reference:  Ancestry.com On-Line Learning Center – Search the topic of “Migration” for related sources, projects, maps, books, book reviews and articles regarding internal (within the United States) migration patterns and then study historical context.
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