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CAPT. ELIAKIM LITTELL

The following biographical skefch was presented by A, L. Johnson, Union County
Superintendent of the Department of Public Insfruction of Elizabeth, New Jersey
to the Union County Historical Society in 1942, The paper comes to us from the
file of Frances E. Mclintosh, Pompano Beach, Florida via Dr. George G. Miles.
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In these days when our nation is engaged In a desperate sfruggle for the preserva-
tion of our democratic way of life, it is most appropriate for us to pause momen-
tarily for a consideration of those earlier heroes, whose valiant service made
possible the many blessings we now enjoy In a land of individual freedom, from the
galling chains of autocracy.

Some of these men and women, who rendered a distinctive service in their immediate
local ities, may have performed a minor part in the greater program of independence,
and appearing for a brief moment on this miniature stage, passed to their reward
unheralded and unsung. Yet, their contribution with all of its implications made
possible the final successful conclusion of a great event.

It is the purpose of this discussion to reveal in part the accomplishments of one
of our own citizens in this locality, who through his fidelity and devotion fo a
cause in which he believed was in the best interests of the common welfare, devoted
his efforts and resources to the protection of the lives and possessions of his
neighbors. Later he was to enter the larger field of service, which his story,
perhaps ineffectually, reveals,

Captain Eliakim Littell was born In Springfield, NJ, February 3, 1742, His
ancestors, who early emigrated to the colonies, came originally from the county

of Essex in England, where for generations they had been tillers of the soil. His
immediate family ancestors were among the earliest settlers of Westfield, His
father, Joseph Littell, was a respectable farmer and a highly respected citizen.
Joseph Littell had six sons, of whom Eliakim was the youngest and so far as we
have been able to discover, possessed the most sterling virtues of the family.
While he had only received a common school education, which in those days was
limited to the three R's, nature had endowed him with special capabilities and his
opportunities such as they were had not been neglected. His early training on the
farm with its attendant occupations, had fostered habits of industry, endurance and
self-reliance, which his activities in later life revealed. He possessed no frade
or profession and was compelled to rely solely upon the scanty returns of his
farm. Nevertheless, despite the fact that he had no other source of income, by
which he might supplement his revenues, he was able to maintain his household with
some degree of respectability, and among his neighbors was not considered a poor
man.

His first venture in |life was a voyage to the West Indies in a coast vessel,
engaged in trade with these islands. The vessel was wrecked in a storm on the
Island of Antigua, After his return, he joined an expedition against the French
and Indians on the Mohawk River. At the close of this service, he returned home
and seems to have resigned himself to the |ife of a farmer, He married, reared a
family and enjoyed the respect and confidence of his fellow citizens.

In personal appearance, he is said to have been tall and wel |-proportioned, with
regular features and an imposing appearance. He was a member of the Church of
England, and we have the testimony of Bishop Cross, the first Bishop of the Diocese,
who ipoke of him as one of the most public-spirited and influential citizens of the
county,

He early developed a very pronounced Interest in the quarrel between the Colonies
and Great Britain, which eventually resulted in his espousing the cause of the
colonies, and, in its initial stages, became an active propagandist in the interest
of the cause. |+ is related by a source which seems thoroughly reliable, that his
first active venture was to command a small privateer, named the General Putnam,

w Y -































































