



































The Fate of Uncle Piotr - continued

On the Front

The first arrivals from the Polish Army Camp landed in France in December, 1917. Joined by
2,000 men drawn from French units and Polish prisoners of war from the German Army, they
received new papers and sky-blue uniforms. Nicknamed the "Blue Army" the unit was sent to the
Western Front

Polish General Joseph HALLER took command of the force in October, 1918, The Armistice
ended the war in November, 1918. HALLER's Army waited six months before their transport to
Poland. In April, 1919, 60,000 men traveled by train across Germany to the restored Polish
Republic. The Army was issued new papers and became part of the Polish Armed Forces.

Home Again

Not everyone in Poland welcomed the returning Polish Americans. Poles who never left their
country resented 'Americans' who had 'fled’ at the turn-of-century. Piotr arrived penniless. *He
lived in America a long time,” relatives claimed. "He was known for his generosity.” In a
starving country, the ‘assumed rich' Amencan was another mouth to feed Because he was
illiterate, Piotr learned too late that he had earned property in Poland as a post-HALLER soldier-
-another resentment. Why he never returned to America 1s unknown,

World War I1

Piotr settled in Poland and helped to run a little farm for his brother's widow. He stayed with her
family until the Russians took them to Sibenia on February 2, 1940. Uncle Piotr was 60 years old

The family traveled by cattlecars to the mining town, Krasnouralsk where they worked as
laborers. They escaped to Uzbekistan--again by cattlecar. In the commune there the refugees
were issued a little wheat flour each month. In 1943--the last time Piotr went for the allotment--

he never returned, He was believed to have been murdered for his wheat flour

The surviving family members eventually migrated as Displaced Persons to Persia, Africa, and
finally Australia in 1951. Piotr's sister in Baltimore was notified of his fate. Her fear for his safety
came true--one war later, Piotr survived World War [ only to find himself "in harm's way" during

World War I1..
*Siberia - a region in the L. 5.5 R extending from the Ural Mountains to the Pacific Ocean

*Krasnouralsk - an industnal town on the eastern slope of the Ural Mountains
*Uzbekistan - a constituent republic of the U S.5.R.

*Notations from Wehster's New Geographical Dictionary
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FOOD RATIONING IN ENGLAND
by Margaret Masiers McMallen

Britain declared War on Germany on Sunday, September 3, 1939 and by the beginming of
Movember, the government announced that food rationing would begin in December.

The first foods that were rationed were butter, bacon and ham. Each person was allowed 1/4
Ib. of butter and 1/4 pound of bacon or ham per week. Ration books were issued to evervone and
vou had to give up a coupon when vou wanted to buy any of these produets.

Then at the end of December the government announced that meat and sugar were to be
rationed; 3/4 Ib. of sugar and 2 lbs. of meat per person per week. You had to register with a
butcher for vour meat so that meant once you registered with a butcher, you could not buy meat
anywhere else,

As the War progressed, many other food items were added 1o the list and the amounts you
were allowed to buy were reduced It was very difficult at times to plan a meal not knowing the
availability of food items. Very often you would see a line outside a shop and when you asked the
people what the line was for they would say "We do not know, but get in line we will get
something." Very often it was something that you did not use but you could always trade it for
something vou did use as long as no one knew about 1t

Gasoline was also rationed and people who owned private cars had difficulty getting any gas
at all unless the car was used for going to work.
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A PRIVATE SENTINEL IN THE BRITISH ARMY
by Ralyne E. Westenhofer

In May 1843, my matcrnal great grear grandfather, John MERCIER McMULLEN
(born 1820 lreland; died 1907 Canada) ‘entered the service of her youthful Majesty
Queen Victoria as a private sentinel and joined Prince Albert's 13th Light Infamry,
then supposed 1o be stll engaged in the Afghanistan war.' He had longed to travel 10
foreign countries (especally India of which he had read a good deal) and during his
two and a half years in service, two of those vears were spemt in India. Upon his
return home in Oaober 1845 he published his book of travels which was known as
The Camp and Barrack Room, or the British Army as it is, by a late Staff Sergeant of the
I3th Light Infantry.

NOTE: 1 have vet to locate a copy of this book which was published in June 1846,
Any clues or assistance would be greatly appreciated. REW
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